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VOTERS SAY “YES” FOR QCUSD OVERRIDE 

Queen Creek residents approve 15% maintenance and operation budget override 
 
11/4/15  

 
QUEEN CREEK, AZ, Nov. 4, 2015 — Officials working in the Queen Creek Unified School District got some 

good news after votes from the Nov. 3rd general election were tallied. 
 

The district had asked voters to approve a 15 percent budget override that would allow the district to 

spend more than state-allocated funds. Unofficial results from Nov. 3rd show the override passing, with 
2,863 voting “yes” and 2,283 voting “no”. 

 
Queen Creek Unified School District is a public school district serving the Queen Creek area. The schools 

in the district are Queen Creek High School; Newell Barney Junior High School; Queen Creek Middle 

School; Gateway Polytechnic Academy; and Frances Brandon-Pickett Elementary, Desert Mountain 
Elementary, Jack Barnes Elementary and Queen Creek Elementary schools. 

 
“Budget overrides allow school districts to tax property in their boundaries,” said Dr. Perry Berry, QCUSD 

Superintendent, “The approved override generates approximately $4.2 million for the district per year. 

Considering Arizona ranks 48th in the country for per pupil spending, this override is necessary for us to 
remain competitive.” 

 
“I want to thank our voters and all of the people who organized a structured and honest campaign on our 

behalf. Many people worked tirelessly to communicate the facts and encouraged our community to vote,” 
stated Dr. Berry. “Throughout the past several months, I have met many wonderful residents, business 

officials, elected officers, etc., within the Queen Creek area and I want everyone to know how impressed 

I am with the support they have for a quality K-12 educational system (i.e. QCUSD). Our institution 
serves as a cornerstone to a strong economy and democracy and I want to encourage everyone to share 

the ‘good news’ about QCUSD.”  
 

An override election provides money for operational expenses, including salaries, benefits, supplies, 

purchased services, utilities and insurance. A bond election differs in that it allows the district additional 
funding to use for capital items such as new buildings, additions to buildings, land, school buses, 

renovations to buildings, furniture, equipment and technology. To learn more, please view the video how 
school district funding works by visiting www.qcusd.org/Override. 

 
Queen Creek Unified School District will spend funds wisely toward programs that directly affect our 

students, as well as increasing vocational, art, gifted, and music opportunities. With the “yes” vote, 

QCUSD has committed to reduce class sizes, and will have the ability to rehire, retain, and reward the 
amazing teachers QCUSD has become accustomed to. 

 
The funds raised would support students in kindergarten through twelfth grade as follows:  

 

 Increase academic programs that prepare students for postsecondary education and workforce 

success  
 Increase art and music classes throughout the District  

 Increase school security to maintain a safe and secure learning environment  

 Reduce class size at the kindergarten through eighth grade level  

http://www.qcusd.org/Override


 

 Increase salaries to retain and attract exceptional teachers and staff  

 Expand and enhance athletic, ROTC, and gifted programs 

 

The Governing Board has the responsibility to ensure the use of these funds goes toward increased 
academic opportunities and pay QCUSD teachers a competitive salary. The “yes” vote makes the 

investment in our students’ future. 
 

For the latest election results, visit the Maricopa County elections website. 

 

 
 

Connect with Queen Creek Unified School District on Facebook & Twitter. 
 

About QCUSD 
The Queen Creek Unified School District is one of only nine districts in the state to have been graded “A” 

by the Arizona Department of Education for four consecutive years (2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-13 and 

2013-14). To learn more about the district, visit www.qcusd.org.  
 

Contact: Jen Cochran, District Office, 480-987-5987, jcochran2@qcusd.org 
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